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Beginning Drama
This course explores expression through body and voice to develop an effective instrument to communicate and to develop rhythm, concentration and sensory awareness. Improvisation and scene study will be used to introduce the basic concepts of acting technique, character development, and oral interpretation. By the end of the year, students will have an overall awareness of the scope of theater study, the discipline needed to pursue such study and increased self-awareness and confidence in use of voice and body.

Units

Movement




Control, Purpose and Motivation 

Speech





Variety, Projection, and Diction 

Improvisation




Creativity and Abstract Thinking 

Terminology




Actor's Terms and Stage Areas
Scene Study
 



Analysis and Interpretation 

Concepts

Actor as Storyteller  



How can I communicate through action?

Where 





How do I establish an environment?

Physical Action



How do I use my body to communicate?

Who





How do I create a character?

Vocal Interpretation  



How do I use my voice?

What
 


 

Objective, Stakes, Tactics?
Living the Story 



How do I communicate scripted text?

Grades
Daily Participation 
200 Pts 

20%
Group Performances and Scene Work
200 Pts 

20%
Term Projects 
200 Pts 

20%
Notebook 
200 Pts 

20%
Theater Program Incentives 
200 Pts 

20%
Grade Totals



1000-900

A


900-800
 
B


800-700
 
C



700-600
 
D
Incentive Points
Incentive points are the homework for our drama classes. Incentive points are 20% of your grade. You may pick from a range of activities and projects from the list below. Activities are worth 25 points per hour and most projects are worth 100 points. Students are required to turn in 200 points per 6 weeks. 

· Incentive points have two components: the activity portion where the student reads or performs and the written portion where student writes a report or a reflection.

· Students must type their incentive points in a two page paper and turn it in with their notebooks every six weeks. All points must be earned during the term in which the grade is being given. 

· For example students may choose to read 2 plays and write 2 one page play reports or choose to participate 8 hours on a crew and write a two page reflection paper. Students can combine any activity or project from the list.

· Incentive points may be used for extra credit and missing assignments because of an excused absence. However incentive points may not be used to make up term project points. 
I. Attending a live performance of a play or musical. Need copy of ticket and program as evidence. (100 points)

II. Reading a full-length play. Need to show copy of play as evidence.(100 points) 
One-Act plays (50 points)

III. Rehearsing /performing in a school or community production as an actor, or crew member. (200 points)

IV. Auditioning for a play, or musical. (25 points)

V. Watch a video production of a play or musical. (50 points) 1 per 6 weeks

VI. Attending a Saturday WORK PARTY. (25 points per hour)

VII. Attending a Thespian Competition or Acting Festival. (200 points)

VIII. Reading a full book on acting or any other area of theatre. (200 points)

IX. Reading a magazine or journal article concerning issues in performing arts or theatre education. (100 points) I have magazines to choose from.
X. Any other project may be designed by the student to accommodate their interests or opportunities. Please present a proposal to the instructor.
